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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson and members of the Committee of the Whole. 

My name is Hannah Mason, and I am the Senior Education Research Analyst of the Education 

Policy Initiative at the D.C. Policy Center, an independent think tank focused on advancing 

policies for a growing, vibrant, and compelling District of Columbia.  

Today, my testimony will focus on findings included in our recent State of D.C. Schools, 2023-

24 report that focuses on strong system health and modest progress toward academic recovery. 

D.C.’s increasing teacher retention reflects strong signs of system health. In school 

year 2023-24, 74 percent of teachers returned to their same school and role — a three-

percentage point increase from the previous year. i This positive trend continues, with 76 

percent of teachers returning to their same school and role for the 2024-25 school year. These 

retention rates matter because poor teacher retention negatively impacts student performance. ii 

D.C.’s progress highlights a clear commitment to retaining educators — one of the ways OSSE is 

sustaining these trends of teacher retention is through launching the first citywide 

apprenticeship in teaching program which provides a cost-free pathway for current 

paraprofessionals to enter the teaching profession. iii 

D.C. is making modest progress in learning outcomes post-pandemic. In school year 

2023-24, 34 percent of students met or exceeded expectations on the English Language Arts 

(ELA) CAPE assessment, showing no change from the previous year and a three-percentage 

point decrease compared to pre-pandemic school years. In math, 23 percent of students met or 



 
 

   
 

exceeded expectations, a one percentage point increase from the previous year but eight 

percentage points lower than in school year 2018-19.iv 

 

More promising signs for D.C. student outcomes come from the 2024 NAEP results. 

At the state level, D.C.’s most recent scores are on par with 2022 scores in math for 8th grade 

and reading for 4th and 8th grades. Importantly, D.C. saw a significant increase of 8 

percentage points in 4th grade math — outpacing growth for all public schools and large cities. v 

D.C.’s 4th grade math score of 231 matches the large city average and is moving closer to the 

national public-school average of 237. In reading, the average 4th grade score in D.C. was 209, 

compared to the national average of 214.vi These results suggest that D.C. is making academic 

gains for its students, a positive sign given the learning disruptions caused by COVID-19 – 

which is promising given OSSE’s numerous academic investments. These investments include 

more than 350 educators completing science of reading coursesvii, over $33 million dollars in 



 
 

   
 

high impact tutoring investment over three fiscal years reaching over 12,000 students viii, and 

hiring dedicated literacy specialists in schools to support local districts with planning and 

professional learning systems related to literacy. ix 

 

 

Another sign of D.C.’s strong health system is the increase in public school 

enrollment. Between 1990 and 2019, public school enrollment grew every year. x However, 

nationally, public school enrollment has declined – decreasing by 0.2 percent across the country 

as of the fall 2023 counts.xi D.C., on the other hand, has a different story to tell. In the 2023-24 

school year, 90,608 students enrolled in public schools, a 2.3 percent increase from the 

previous year, with pre-kindergarten experiencing the greatest enrollment boost of 3.4. xii The 

increase in enrollment signals high demand for D.C. public schools, which is promising given the 

decline in births starting in 2016.xiii These trends continue in school year 2024-25 with 

preliminary data showing a 1.1 percent increase in public school enrollment. xiv 



 
 

   
 

Looking ahead, there is an opportunity for D.C. to build on these system strengths 

and the modest improvements in learning outcomes.xv  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, and I welcome any questions you may have. 
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